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Chriſtians, wherein unſpeakable” Ble ings) . A A 
ate prop oled ſor the Encouragertient and 9 1 
Comtort of, all that will ride and labour to 


Work out their e Wik Fear aud "I 
Frembling.' + >; LN 
Likewiſe Exhoreatigns to a true and timel W 


E With a devour Prayer, ſir BIN 
ing ſo divine. a Subject. 6% — 2_ 
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The Riches of Chriſt : Or, The 
glorious Treaſure of heaven 


16 Joys, 2 * K. 0 


2 Cor. viii. 9. For” ye know the Grate, 1 
Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, that t bo be wat rich * 


for your ſakes be became Poor, er ze 1 
bis po c erty might be rich. <4" [4 art 4 
Pon this TER we 


481 a _ 22 4 ; 

1 our largeſt thoughts to an exe 
height; for if we purchaſe this pearl, of 1 % 
Price, if we buy this field, we have portion 9 
aid up, not ouly ſothicient to ſatisfy va mat 
deſirous mind, and craving apetite, not: oy A 
in this world, but in the world to come, 1 
conſideration of which made the A pofſie d 
cry out as in a rapture, Obe height; aud d, 
of the riches and mercy of God in Jeſus Chriſt; 
In this there is no fading;riches; that mA, 

to themſelves wings and fly away, or are; 8 
| periſhing, and. cannot relieve or Jeprive us 4 
in our greateſt neceſſity; put an 9 E 
able and ITE Do Treqluves hexond what 
ö ; ny & 2 Ko 
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& the 1 can afford. ThisTreafure of riches 
ie de the value of a thouſand worlds. 


= Would: you have length of days? Here 
=: youmay find it held out to you in one hand. 
E Would peu have riches and honour? It is 

© to be found in the other hand. Would you 

pie to true greatneſs ? Here you have 
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cooly for an age, but endleſs. ages, even 


dave joy and content? There it is, as 


ee, i thy preſence is fullneſs of joy, 


REF. Would you have wherewithal to 


tees of life; here's the heavenly Manna, the 
odd of angels. Would you be al- 
iaht, herg you need no ſun by day 
oon by night; the lamb is the lamp; 
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= and rays of brightneſs tranſcending all t 
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Jend what che ſun afforgs; when ſhinin 
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Ba Saviour. Would ye be a King? Heres 
om worthy of the bigheſt ambition, 
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Pere we {hall} reign with our bleſfed Lord, 

Al eternity, as kings and prieſts. Would 
h Dod witneſſeth, viz. Thon wilt ſhew me a 
bi band there are pleaſures evermore, 


bens Here ſtreams the rivers of wa- - 


E- brightneſs this world is capable of; far be- 
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crown, not for a time, but for ever ande? ö 
ber Be thou faithful unto the death, and It, 
ive you a crown of life, ſays our bleſſed LA | 


die Jight'of Ns countenance fills the 
= manſons of eternity with dazling Gly, | 


in 
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Ain jts full luſtre compared with a glimmer - 


155 things were made that are made, and yet he 


Ang weight of glory; to prefens 
- - happineſs : O! conſider how: infinftelx the, 2 


; ſcending the largeſt, Account For ag -w 
{4 - apoffile tells us, Eye bas not ſeen, nr , her, 


5 are not comparable to them; as à drop of 
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not ſome Men do for a ſmall portion of: il 
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ing taper, If the Q. of Sheba came roadinie lf 
the wiſdom of Solomon, behold a greater thays- ” 
Solomon is here. ' Behold here the wiſdom d, 
the Father, the eternal word, by whom all? 


offers himſelf with all that can be counted 
orious, to theſe that will freelx 
embrace his tender love. O! what would +3 


We gneſs,trouble, 
and diſeaſes, before life, eals and, immortal! 
terms are good, and what infinite gain ] 
be had for the like time well improved 8 
is ſpent in ſeeking after, even riches tran 


: nor has it entered into the heart vf man to cons: 3 
cexve what God bas laid up for thoſe t Hat e 
and obey him. All preciaus things to M i 
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this World gives a Name, and ot moſt e 


wat, 
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© fraterto the ocean; or a prain of find: to ; the | 
Whole maſs of Earth; And how great then 
E 5 our: love to be towards bim, that nor 
© omly tenders us this treaſure, but ſed his 
Ft tedeeming blood to purchaſe it for us, 
and to draw us out of the ſnares of deſtructi 5 
on, when we lay in darkueb, and the ſhadow . 
3 of dea. 
Ho rent His our venerition. to be for 
0 manfepdäg *love and favour as this? 
When the innotent! ſabkvicted to dy to: ſave the 


EP 


0 Come, 1 Theſ. i. 10. So that tothe that are 
I brit there is no condenination; Rom viii, 7. 
3 This being the main promiſe of God, That 
© whoſoever: believeth in bim Hall not periſh; but 

Nos everlaſiong life, John ili. 15, 16. For this 
© greaticonqueror has overthrown him that had 
'1 Aer power of death (that is the devil) delveung 
em, who through fear of death, were all 
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e principalities and powers, and made a tri- 
= =» over death and hell, - baffling the king 
= of terrors, and the Enemy of Mankind; who 
laboured earneſtly to enſlave and bring to final 
- @eftruttion all the ſons of Adam, and had un- 
p doubtidly ſeen his implacable Malice accom 
ben the whole race, had not this 
* . 25 himſelt of oy glory : for 2 
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5 5 from the Power*8Þ the ſecond death? 
3 be hath delivered ur Him the wrath. that is TK 


their lifetime biet to bondage, baving ſpoil- N 


time 4 
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> tie to free us from bondage and put us in 
tdi tate and poſſibility of ſalvation.” ©. * 3 
"How can we in theſe thoughts do other. if 
wiſe than break out into rapture with holx 
David, viz. * I will magnify thee; and I 
e will praiſe thy name for ever 'and ever: 
© Great is the Lord, and marvellous, wor- 
* thy to be praiſed; there is no end of his 
1 © rizhteouſneſs,the memqxial of thy abundant” "i 
- .* kindneſs ſhall be ſnewed and man ſhall ſing 
| © of thy righteouſneſs, that thy power, th7 
glory, and the mightineſs of thy kingdom 
might be known unto men. Thy kingdom 
is an everlaſtipg kingdom, and thy domini- 
on endureth throughout all ages; the Lord |; 
© upholdeth all ſuch as fall, and lifteth up 
* thoſe that are caſt down; the eyes of AU 
wait upon thee, O Lord, and thou giveſt 
them meat in due ſeaſon, F/al;cxlv: 1. . 
Theſe conſidetations, methinks, hould rails: 
and inflame the minds of men with deſires 
ſuitable to the longing after a treaſure d ihe IM 
teemable, a pearl worth more than ten thou 
land worlds, a jewel no where elſe to be pur 
chaſed, no where elſe to be found. A King: 
dom of all pleaſures and delights. The 
thoughts made the kingly prophet. to have? 
but 2 mean efteem of earthly pomp 
grandeur, compared with this, when he cried 
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| # out, O how amiable are thy -dwellitight 
+. O thou Lord of hoſts * my. ſoul panterlill 
3-278 | | * * 6 alte j 
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| t. Paul Compared 4 
; 5 | 1204 droſg to the love 
Opriſt; WY e ned, That nei; 

Le Leight nor defith,.principalittss nor powers, 

12 preſent nor things to 0 &c. ſhould be, 

. A big 8 the' Gt 
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5 1 180 
| life, gl bee 

j = 235 => thouſand. 8 * 
8 4 us conſider, 0 5 NT, | 
EF Chae we muſt give u | 


mitting ourſelves. to him 
Eg taihfol Redeemer, for. 1 06 Fart 
| deemed. us from our enemies, that tere 


3 chat of Jſa Kli. 1. Fear , not far I bave 1. 
de But as we are taught 30, the next 
words, we ſhould all. the da as of. our life 
Vorſhip Fim without fear, an Then. at any 
1 weave grieved ſo good and ſo gracious 
od, by Ganng againſt him, t the remema 
Wbrance of; our redemption Thoutd encourage 
urn uno him, ſeeing he, as our ſavi- 
bach redeemed and bought vs with ſo areat 
| Ptice, therefore we ought to We 
bim our Lord, in right of redemptig 

Ane ourſelyes not to be our own; but his ſer 
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to bis divine will, both faul ana 125 Cl | 5, 


ve Ng. Dot. Bands in fear of t them, according 


Fants, 9 ae Serin died and 8 0 
1 3-340 152. Ei 
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wight he. the md * 
ie. 5. And if 

14, ve muſt 
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15 again tal 
&* the quick Fane dead, . 

| we ackn E him to bg 
he careful f bis Will, 
call him, ſa, .as did; the 
Why do pe, call ne Lord. 
that I com mand you ? 16. I a N 
3 ied for all, that thoſe. who nue Hen, 
nat henceforth live unto themſelves, but unto h 
"who died, for them, and roſe again, 2. C , 
V. 1 399 [= 
J. This condi detation cauſed the primitiye. 1 | 
85 riſtians to ſeal their teſtimonies with theis 
lood, running violently to flames and ' - 
tures, and not accepting any deliverance that Il 
might render them unworthy of the tiches | 
aud mercy of their redeemer, who had ſa: 
freely laid down his life ro purchaſe wen? 
glory and immortality, in a ingdom that 
laſts as long as God is God, and that ig 
+ lefs, and to all eternity, Here we hare, e 
in our beſt flate, but a glimpſe of the 5m 
that ſhal] be revealed; ; and how often hay 
good: chriſtians deſpiſed and trampled on 32 

riches; honour and glory this world con 
gi ye, and embraced” all the miſeries we fup- 

; Poſe can make aynan the moſt; miſerable pf 

creatures; to follow the guidande of thar 

"marvellous light that has bon revealed, no-" 4: 
thing but the” riches of Chriſt Held forth in 


142 meritorious Aon and paſſion 1 
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| Indy or Sead EL larg e e of their r bouls 
No worlds below, tho , adorned — 
With all the gaudy Vanities and momentar7/ 
Plesſures, could balance the leaft thought - . 
Eternal happineſs and many times raptures 
£ of Joy in holy and pious contemplation, have 
rajſed them even to heaven itſe 15 in inagina- > 
tion, whilſt their bod ies have remained on 4 
earth, and made thenf with St. Paul to cry ou!t 
© That they dejive to be diſſolved und tobewitbChriſt. + 
The holy martyrs have clapped their hands 
in the midſt of the flames, whilſt their Unc. 
ger ends have blazed with fire, Uke ſo many-. 
'"tarches, to light 'rheir ſouls-ro the manſioff s 2 
of eternal bliſs, prepated for them by their 
redeemer, and fung triamph and praiſe to 
the Lord Jefus, who ſtren thned and ſup- -- I 
ported them in the midſt of their fierxß 
trial; and ſome have confeſſed when the } 
+2 - flames have encompaſſed them, nd part of 
their bodies conſumed, thit theya' have felt 
no more pain than in a bed of downs, and 
that the coals of fire and devouring flames 
-* have appeared like a pleaſant Garden of Toles w 
-and' hes round them. = 
0 O that Men would be wiſe, and could I. 
"theſe things, that they would with St. Paul dy J*<7 
daih to fin, and the corruption of the fleſh, to Þ*? 
ee in righteouſneſs and purity of ſpirit, . y: 
that ſo they may juſtly lay cla im to his os 4s; 
10% he | riches and treaſure of his merey; #0 for 
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2 555 v ere created. | g 
Could we have a proſpect, tho in a viſion f 
the holy men whole'fouls were redeemed froin 
he earth, and ate triumphing and ſing ing 
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Ly 
” 
. 


1 * 1 


* "1 „Ä 
nc doubt the conſide ation of the ſtupenduous 
redemption that he has wrought for the Sohs 
Pand daughters of men, occaſioned what St. 
HHobneſaw in Rev: iv. 9, 10, 11, viz. A 
* Ewhen- the. beaſts (whoſe character you will 
find at large in that chapter) give glory an 


we £ 


of F 
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& bonour and thanks tu him that ſat on the throne, 
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who. liveth for ever and ever. : The four © 
FF. & awenty-..elders fall dawn before: bim that ſat ' df, 
5 bee worſſig him that liveth for cν,jE 
au ever. andicaft their crowns before the throne, * 
'faying; Thou: art worthy, O Lord, to receive glo- 
N and honour, and Jor:tby pleafure they are and 


praiſes and halleujahs in the higheſt heavens, 
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- N % 
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1 
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divine beatitud:; 


with what wonder and amazement the riches 
and mercy of our bleſſed Lord tranſport and 
krarry them away ; we ſhould truly and feel. 
ingly ſay wich the apoſtle, It is good for ns t 
be bere; that is, to be in a ftate and poſſibi- i 
llity of gaining the like happy viſion of the 
. we ſhould then look upon 
every thing elſe as dark and dull, and con- 
cdlude them but droſs and dung, with St. F 
hen wrapt into the third heavens, tho? he 
+ Knew not whether in the fleſh or the Spirit, 
and faw and heard things ſo-unutterable; 
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that his tongue perhaps was not capable of 
* * — 
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E--= 0 erte. 
account o 7 or 
been ſpa! reveal them; and after: tas 
I wind duly enflamed after a full 
1% \ Fruitiog f them. if itſelf (that was to dif- 
*. VP hi rom the lower world) ſeem'd tedi- 
4 | »- ons to Rim, and made him count death the: | 
* Kia ot terrors, ſo dreadful to the greateſt 
Part of men, to ſet him at liberty, as it 927 
-pears by his deſiring to be diſſolved, and tu b 
ik Chris, whilſt wordlings are contending 
for earthly treafare that is of ſmall duration 
1 * -and cannot give the leaſt real content. Let 
138 - us raiſe our ſouls to take a proſpect of the 
true riches, the treaſure of everlaiting du- p 
France, even the riches of Chriſt's mercy and 
love towards miſerable ſinners; who, — » 
7 laid in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, 
ave his life as a ranſom for us, to appeaſe F 
s father sjuſtice, . * 
EET lat wot -the - confideration of Mond 
ee make Jou turn aſide from following 
this rich mine, this golden vein of heavenly: 
kreaſure, let us renounce the whole world tay I 
1 — — it ; let nothing ſtand in competiti- 
. 859. or be thoughr too dear, to part with all 7; m1 
* this account, ſo we may not loſe for * 
eile the moſt excellent of all riches provaiſe * I \ 
ed to us in the goſpel. 
And every one that ( ſay s our bleſſed Savi- 
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x father, or ' mother, or 95 or chillen . 
1 nds for my name's fake, (hall receive an bund-" 
dred fold, 2 ſhall inherit eoerlaſting life; Mat. 
r. 29. Here is a promiſe worth a thouſand 
worlds, worthy the ſhaking off and ſacrificing 
au our darling affections, that ſtand evo £4 
k | | -ns.and Chrift, to hinder us from running into 
g his bleſſed arms, and wholly caſting our ſelves 
n the riches of his mercy, in which alone Y 
. re is comfort and reſt for weary ſouls, >: 
| be kivg (ſays holy David) ſhall join in thy | 
| < firongth, O Tord; and in thy ſalvation hom gr 
4 -F NN he rejoice. Pfal. xxi. 1. If we Th ate. 
chor here, we have a ſure foundation; 4 
2 that is the diſpoſer of all things WI 
8 ſuffer us, even in this life, to want ate 
Þ . fees convenient for us. The earth is the Lr 


fe 


1 
J 
1 
| 1 
Mud the fullneſs thereof, the world ami ti ; Ml 
dwell therein: For he bath founded it Shine 1 | 1 


1 ard eſtabliſhed it upon the floods, Pixxiv.1,2 
1 


Many times we find indeed that God with-- 
; Jhwlds his hands from the righteous,and n 
them not ſuch plenty of earthly things as the 
wicked commonly poſſeſs; this made David 
e ſtumble, but when he had better com 
Jidered, he oreatly rejoiced, for as our blef. 
2 Lord confeſſed that his kingdom was hot 

Jof this world, we may well dete, that 
Maden. he loves mall not babe their 
Heye; but receive it in the Rego 
* — in — 5 of ; Joy e 
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their part; then they may truly ſay their 15 


G 7 tage, even the Lord of glory: the king of ſaintsg 
= and angels, wh, has ſubdued for us death an 


| „ ſure himſelf with holy David, viz. The Lo 4 


' the Tots of righteouſneſs for his names ſake." 
| Tea 


| me, thy rod and-thy fe, ſhall comfort me. Thou 
Fre epareſt. a table lors me. in the preſence of 


d bwell in the bouſe of the Lord for ever, Pſal 


Lord, how can we doubt but the riches of — 


b | | that is ſet before us, that we may have 
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Cam» 
TI even 65 riches "of Chriſt mall b 
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is fallen in a fait Iand! the Lo:d is thei: bens, 


the grave; who died and roſe again, that, hg. 
might become Lord both of the living aud the 
gead. And in this caſe the Chriſtian may af4 


2s my ſhepherd, I ſhall not want: He maketh m 
y down in green paſtures; he leadsth me beſide the 
ſtall waters, reſtoreth my ſoul, be leadeth me ii 


'T walk thro the valley of the ſhadow 7 
death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with- 


mine enemies; thou anointeſt my head with aii 
ny cup ramneth over : Surely goodneſs and mercy 
Hall follow: me all the days. of my life, and Iwill 


XU. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. Now ſeeing all Pay 
in heaven and earth is given to our bleſſed 


mercy would extend to thoſe that love him 
and: keep his-word in truth and orga 
then let us ſtrive: now to run the x 


0 Chriſt offers in the riches x his n me 1 
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all that is lovely and amiable , he is the only, 
for which we ſhould freely part with all ta; 
ich us for ever, and ſatisfy the vaſteſt deſig! 1 
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If we can poſſeſs ourſelves of that, ue have 
all that ought to be deſirable, all that can 
make us eternally happy; theſe are the on- 


1y aims and wiſhes of the ſaints of God, they: 


eſire to purchaſe nothing but Chriſt; and 
in him find all that is rich, glorious and good, 


pearl of price, the rich treaſure in the fieldg 4 


purchaſe, and the bargain no doubt will en- 


that the thoughts can frame. 
O that I had wings like a dove, (ſaith hol 
David, in the rapture of theſe thoughts) that® 
1rmight fly away, and he at reſt. And certainly 
there remaineth, as holy writ mentioneth, 4 
reſt · for the people of God, which through tha 
riches and mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chills 
and his merits may be obtained, if we c 
ſider even in this out day the things that belong t 
our peace. Which grant O Lord, for thy in- 
finite mercies ſake, that,we may praiſe and 
magnify thy holy name, world without end 
men. "EN - 


The PRAYER. } 


Oo Bleſſed Jeſus, conſider me a miſerable 
; ©, __wretch, whom in the riches of thy-mers 


in ſhedding thy moſt precious blood, thoul 
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